




01/29/11 – Seattle, WA, USA –  
A state corrections officer was found 
strangled with a microphone cord in the 
prison chapel at the Washington State 
Prison. 

01/30/11 – Eastman, GA, USA –
More than 60 inmates rioted at the 
Youth Development Facility, setting 
small fires with bed linens, and assault-
ing a correctional officer with a broom-
stick.

02/02/11 – Monterey, 
Neuvo Leon, Mexico – 
Three guards from the Topo Chico pris-
on were shot and later the prison securi-
ty chief  was found mutilated in a plastic 
container with a note from an organized 
crime group claiming the actions. 

02/11/11 – Marion, IL, USA – 
Three inmates escaped from a U.S. Peni-
tentiary.

02/11/11- Las Cruces, NM, USA -
An inmate escaped from John Paul Tay-
lor Juvenile Detention Facility. 

02/16/11 – Monroe, WA, USA – 
A counselor at the Monroe Correctional 
Center was attacked and injured by an 
inmate.

02/20/11 – Forsyth, GA, USA – 
Inmates rioted after being denied 
a hot meal at Monroe County Jail. 

02/24/11 – Centre Hall, PA, 
USA - 
During a riot by juveniles at Mead-
ows Psychiatric Center several em-
ployees were injured and a trooper 
sustained several broken bones. 

02/24/11 – Jackson, MS, USA – 
An inmate walked away from 
Hinds County Restitution Center.
 
02/26/11 – Rome, GA, USA – 
A Floyd County Jail inmate 
screamed and spat at jail officers, 
punching one in the mouth and 
sending another to the hospital 
with a leg injury.

03/02/11 –Walla Walla, WA, 
USA - 
A Washington State Penitentiary 
correctional officer suffered a dis-
located shoulder and several punc-
ture wounds to the face after being 
attacked by an inmate with a pen.

ONE DAY

“At Attica, 
it just got 
to a point, 
we said, 
the hell 

with this. 

We might just 
have to get out 
there and tear 

this damn place 
apart no matter 

what the 
consequences 

are.”
-An Attica Rebel 
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The Strike!
“The prison protest has 

t took a few months of  planning and more than one 
contraband cell phone, but this past December prison-
ers of  the Georgia Department of  Corrections  pulled 
off  the largest prison strike in US history. Thousands of  
people in well over half  a dozen facilities across the state 
participated in the unprecedented strike. Isolation is one 
of  the largest tools used against prisoners. Kept from 

each other and out of  view of  the public, the idea of  coordi-
nating an effort on this scale had seemed impossible. 

Through a series of  gang truces and uncommon allegiances, 
prisoners from Augusta, Baldwin, Hancock, Hays, Macon, 
Smith and Telfair State Prisons among others, initiated this 
strike to press the Georgia Department of  Corrections (DOC) 
to adhere to their demands. 

Georgia currently incarcerates 60,000 prisoners and has 150,000 
people on probation, with the highest prisoner to resident ratio 
in the country. Almost every state has a policy forcing prison-
ers to work. Prisons cloak these programs in the language of  
'rehabilitation' and 'vocational training programs' in an effort to 
keep them from being seen for what they are. At best they are 
a form of  indentured servitude; at worst they are the last legal 
form of  slavery in this country. Prisoners on average are paid 
between .12 cents and 40 cents for their labor in a variety of  
fields. While OSHA regulations apply to the work prisoners are 
forced to do, there are currently many lawsuits against various 
States' Departments of  Corrections and the Federal Bureau of  
Prisons in regards to unsafe labor practices, and in particular  
around electronics and computer recycling.  

Georgia is one of  two states that does not pay it's incarcer-
ated population, the other being Texas. Prisoners are still re-
quired to do prison chores, cook and serve meals, and perform 

government building maintenance  without compensation for 
their labor. This, compounded with a stranglehold on money 
transfers from their families  by a corporation call J-pay, as well 
as another private company called Global Tel-Link charging 
$55 a month for once a week 15-minute  phone conversations, 
were part of  the impetus for many of  the Georgia prisoners' 
demands.  
 
People being forced into labor situations without compensa-
tion, required to buy time to speak to loved ones, and having 
an overpriced and poorly maintained commissary have been 
the reality for decades. But the thing that pushed many over 
the edge was a statewide smoking ban in all prisons that was to 
be set in place on January 1st of  this year.  A truly 'bread and 
roses' moment.   

Organizers spent months building a web of  divergent factions 
and gangs — groups not known to cooperate — into a mostly 
unified coalition using text messaging and word of  mouth. 
The strike was scheduled for December 9th, and was only to 
last the one day. It ended up lasting 6 days with thousands of  
participants. Prisoners refused to work, participate in activities, 
or  leave their cells, forcing the prison administration to 'lock 
down' many facilities. A man at Hays State Prison in Trion, GA 
was quoted as saying “We’re hearing in the news they’re putting 
it down as we’re starting a riot, so they locked all the prisons 
down,”  But, he said, “We locked ourselves down.”

The Demands

The demands are simple. The things being asked for are not 
new. They have been voiced by generations of  prisoners long 
before those in Georgia went on strike: Educational opportuni-
ties beyond GED classes, decent health care and living condi-
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entered the wireless age.”

“Prisoners in Georgia 
remain connected with 

each other and have 
threatened future, more 
extreme action if their 
demands are not met. 

Effectively prisoners 
managed to demonstrate 

their power without 
showing their full hand.” 



tions, an end to cruel and unusual pun-
ishment, nutritional meals,  a living wage 
for the hours they are working, afford-
able and non-restrictive access to their 
families, and more just parole decisions. 

Prison is considered one of  the fastest 
growing industries in this country.   Un-
derdeveloped or 3rd world nations with 
little to no labor standards once had a 
stranglehold on the worlds cheap labor 
market. The US has reestablished itself   
as a contender in the worlds cheap labor 
market by utilizing prison labor. Mexican 
maquiladoras are closing up shop and 
moving their manufacturing to US pris-
ons as elected officials are trying to lure 
industry to their states by guaranteeing 
low prison labor costs on the production 
of  their goods.   

Prisons do not lack adequate medi-
cal care or nutritional food and learn-
ing opportunities because those who 
run them are sadists. Prisoners are not 
forced to work in hazardous conditions 
while being subjected to torturous liv-
ing conditions because Harley Lappin 
is a heartless despot. The conditions are 
deplorable, and the incarceration rates 
disparate based on gender, class and race 
because the functioning of  the prison 
system requires them to be so. Costs 
must be kept down, especially in private 
prisons to maximize the money gener-
ated from them. While the demands of  
those locked inside may seem reasonably 
within the means of  the prison admin-
istration  for them to be granted would 
drastically change the face of  the prison 
industrial complex.         

The wants and desires of  those involved 
with this strike must be treated as serious 
grievances. They are an avenue to widen-
ing a fissure, to exploring the capacity of  
organizing on the inside. To make such 
demands, even in the realization that 
they will never be actualized, is a step 
forward in the possibility of  prison re-
volt generalizing past the walls it wishes 
to destroy.     

The Response

The largest prison strike in United States 
history occurred in December of  last 
year, and almost no one noticed. Pockets 
of  anarchists around the country held 
solidarity demos. Administrations shud-
dered slightly and then everything went 
back to normal. 

In many prisons the administrations and 
the CO's responses to the strike were 
swift and brutal. In Augusta State Prison, 
six or seven prisoners were “extracted” 
from their cells and beaten by CERT 
Team guards, resulting in broken ribs for 
several men. One man was beaten be-
yond recognition. In Telfair State Prison, 
prisoners' cells were trashed and their be-
longings destroyed. Those participating 
in the strike were harassed and intimidat-
ed. At Macon State, the Tactical Squad 
menaced men for two days, sending 
some to the “hole,” and turning off  the 
heat and hot water. Supposed “leaders” 
of  the strike were transferred to new fa-
cilities. According to some sources there 
are 37 such people who are still missing, 
swallowed inside a bureaucracy trying to 
keep them hidden.     

While the prison administrators re-
sponded with force, there was mixed 
reaction and support from the general 
public. Petitions circulated and articles 
were written, many with the same mes-
sage- 'we support the strikers as long as 
they remain non-violent”. In doing so, 
they helped cement the old divide of  
“good” protester and “bad” protester; 
the good prisoner interested in reform 
and the violent thug. 
 
Given the opportunity, non-profits and 
NGOs will claim credit for any action 
deemed acceptable by the general public. 
They will harness the rage and indigna-
tion of  any group of  people, so long as 
they can stamp their organization's name 
on the rebellion and as long as that rebel-
lion fits into specific parameters.   Once 
it steps outside of  those guidelines all 
support and solidarity must be with-
drawn in order to save face and maintain 
the social capital necessary to further a 
political agenda. 

A petition was circulated and signed by 
such notable names as Noam Chom-
sky,  Rosa Clemente, and a multitude of  
NGOs, coalitions and lawyers. The peti-
tion called for solidarity with the strik-
ers and for the creation of  “a historic 
mass movement against mass incarcera-
tion and for universal human rights and 
dignity.” This was a  small but important 
co-opting of  the demands being made 
by those in Georgia. Even more clearly 
revealed when the petition states that  
“Georgia prison authorities have report-
edly reacted to the peaceful strike with 
violence.” Again the dichotomy of  peace 
and violence was created. If  instead of  
a “peaceful” strike, if  prisoners with the 
same demands had initiated attacks on 
CO's and the destruction of  the pris-
ons they were being held in, would the 
same names have graced such a petition? 
Would such a petition have ever been 
written? 

The Next

The tools available to those incarcerated 
in this country are few. Their bodies and 
the capability of  disrupting imposed 
order are some of  the only options af-
forded to them. Whether against correc-
tions officers, cops, and snitches or upon 
prisoners from the administration; vio-
lence is a well worn tool in these battles. 
Often when prisoners decide to stand in 
defiance of  their captivity there are dire 
physical and emotional repercussions. 
The 43 dead at Attica in 1971; the 5 dead 
at Alcatraz in 1946, those dead at Lucas-
ville in 1993 and thousands of  others are 
testament to the immense danger prison-
ers face when they rise up. 

Sacrifice and fortitude in the face of  
massive repression is not a skill the US 
anarchist movement has managed to 
master. It often falls short of  the sim-
plest goal of  merely ‘supporting’ those 
incarcerated or faced with incarceration. 
The Anarchist Black Cross communi-
ties that once dotted the US have fallen 
to the same internal power battles that 
has plagued the discourse for years. Of  
the few prisoner support organizations 
that still remain, most have dedicated 
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themselves to a charity orientated role. Mailing pamphlets and 
books to prisoners has taken the place of  creating friendships 
and building affinity with those on the inside. Anarchists in the 
US would rather “educate” prisoners on their own oppression 
then build the material and theoretical frameworks necessary to 
grow multiple entry points for a diversity of  “movements” all 
capable of  attacking prisons from multiple angles. 

Prison revolt does not fit well into a utilitarian or “campaign-
based” approach. If  one understands the purpose of  a prison 
riot to be the winning of  demands, it is clear that prisoners 
almost always “lose,” at least in the short term. Revolt on the 
inside generally ends with more punishment and violence, not 
less. Perhaps this explains why the gradual, movement-build-
ing approach of  the prison “abolitionist” Left tends to avoid 
engaging with actual prisoners, and instead focuses on policy 
campaigns and community build-
ing efforts. 

Never was this more apparent 
then in the lack of  response from 
anarchists around the Georgia 
prison strike. The lead up to this 
particular action was fairly insular. 
There was little opportunity for 
outside influence to find it's way 
into the prisons before the strike 
happened. As the strike entered 
into it's 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th days 
the information was finally be-
coming available to all.     

Though prisoners did not take 
over their facilities or seize hos-
tages, the geographic expanse and 
number of  participants vastly out-
numbered more celebrated upris-
ings of  the past. Most impor-
tantly, this strike had the unique 
ability to spread itself  from facil-
ity to facility. The major element 
of  prison - the isolation one is 
forced to feel - crumbled for a moment under the weight of  
contraband cell phones and word of  mouth organizing. Pris-
oners in Georgia remain connected with each other and have 
threatened future, more extreme action if  their demands are 
not met. Effectively prisoners managed to demonstrate their 
power without showing their full hand. 

The means in which prisoners were able to communicate are 
hardly reproducible or sustainable. A combination of  outside 
organizers with vast experience, former Black Panther Party 
Chairwoman Elaine Brown being the most notable, and the 
ability to smuggle in and buy massively over priced cell phones 
from COs were major contributing factors to this strikes suc-

cess. While these exact conditions may not present themselves 
again in any near future; a fissure in the states ability to cause 
disunity and isolation amongst its prison population has begun 
to grow.
Obviously, this makes it all the more important for anarchists 
to seize their own initiative when these challenges are over-
come in a moment. The reality though, is that prison rebellions 
in general, escape the recent North American imagination, they 
do not fit our understandings of  struggles that are “impor-
tant,” “winnable,” or “strategic.” The violence of  prison riots, 
with their hostage-taking, gang involvement, and shoot outs, 
cause discomfort for a political milieu more accustomed to the 
dragging around of  newspaper boxes and “nonviolent” prop-
erty destruction. This does not go to say that such activities are 
bad or pointless, but merely that our habits might constrain our 
perception of  what is possible or necessary. 

Of  course this anarchist distance 
from prison struggle has not al-
ways been the case, nor is it always 
the case overseas today, where 
anarchists on both sides of  the 
wall have played important roles 
in helping prison and detention 
center rebellions to generalize in 
several Mediterranean countries. 
Those activities might point a way 
forward, to the important role 
there is to play in spreading word 
of  revolt from one facility to an-
other; not just encouraging rebel-
lion to happen, but of  helping it 
to become contagious and expand 
geographically.   

There has been a unique task 
set before the anarchists of  this 
country. One of  deciphering and 
deciding how and when to strike 
against capital and it's protec-
tors. The “movement” is diffuse 
and the geography of  the terrain 

is massive. Choices set before those willing to demonstrate 
what such generalization of  revolt could look like are muddled 
at best. Knowing how to answer them is often as difficult as 
knowing when to answer them. 

When a situation such as the one in Georgia arises; when such an obvious 
moment of  unparalleled solidarity exists amongst prisoners, anarchists in 
the US can not sit by. If  anarchists do not wish to live in obscurity, des-
tined to impotency, then they can not pay lip service to a revolt happening 
right before them. These moments must be seen for what they are, and we 
must act swiftly against those who would attempt to recuperate or squash 
such actions as the prison strike in Georgia.  

“Sacrifice and 
fortitude in the face of 
massive repression is 

not a skill the US 
anarchist movement 

has managed 
to master. 

It often falls short of 
the simplest goal of 
merely ‘supporting’ 
those incarcerated 

or faced with 
incarceration.”
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Japan

apan has been hit with one 
of  the most intense earth-
quakes in recorded history. 
An earthquake of  9.0 mag-
nitude has rocked the coun-
try, literally, in addition to 
delivering a tragic tsunami 

that has cleared entire cities. The Japa-
nese military, NGOs, and autonomous 
communities are expending a great deal 
of  energy and resources on rescuing 
survivors and recovering bodies, yet the 
media has been most concerned with the 
Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant.
     In today’s globalized world, we can 
easily observe the suffering and instabil-
ity that has resulted from this horrifying 
natural disaster from the comfort of  our 
own homes thousands of  miles away. 
You can see acres and acres of  crops, or 
rows and rows of  homes turn to nothing 
in a matter of  seconds. You can watch in 
awe as ships and boats float through city 
streets like a toddler’s bath toys. Rem-
nants of  a civilization turned to nothing 
are available for viewing in the click of  a 
button, and no matter where or how you 
live, it is hard to not be struck by the fra-
gility exposed by these human endeavors.
     Again and again, the foreign media 
reiterates the composure of  the Japanese 
population. That is, comparing it to the 
behavior of  a place like the United States 

in that situation, where something drasti-
cally smaller, for example Hurricane Ka-
trina in New Orleans, lead to widespread 
looting and amplified police violence. 
This is also to stress the tragedy of  the 
situation, pointing out that not only are 
the effects reported to be happening to 
one of  the world’s most technologically 
advanced nations, but one of  the world’s 
most prepared societies for a nuclear di-
saster.
     Composure, however, can only last 
for so long. Cracks in the facade become 
more and more apparent in just the de-
meanor of  Japanese news anchors and 
government spokespeople. Composure 
is also expected to weaken as patience 
thins in the face of  government bu-
reaucracy and ineptitude. This tension 
was specifically made noticeable when 
foreign governments and NGOs shared 
conflicting information with the Japa-
nese government and the Tokyo Electric 
Power Company’s official positions on 
things like the nuclear radiation’s effects 
on nearby populations. This conflicting 
information is leading Japanese people 
to see government and business conduct 
around the facility more concerned with 
liability than human lives or the environ-
ment.
     Foreign attention, at least in the US 
for example, has primarily been on the 

Nuclear Power plant at Fukushima Dai-
Ichi. Potassium-Iodine pills - seen as a 
possible cure for radiation poisoning - 
have been flying off  the shelves on the 
American west coast. But the state and 
businesses that built them also assured 
the world of  their proper regulation. 
And whether or not this will reach the 
states, Tokyo, other populated regions 
in Japan, and nearby countries could be 
effected by nuclear radiation, depending 
on which way the winds blow.
     The situation has nuclear lobby-
ists working around the clock. Nuclear 
power, both as a weapon and energy, can 
affect all of  us. This technology stems 
from an arrogant assumption of  human 
domination, as we progress more as a 
society that depends on our exploitative 
dominance over the earth; with a non-
compromised goal of  economic efficien-
cy. It is interesting that many people liv-
ing in towns or cities around the world, 
where there are nuclear plants, are toler-
ant of  them despite multiple cases of  
cancer or nearby resource contamination 
directly related to their existence. This 
tolerance stems from public relations 
campaigns and glorified employment op-
portunities that surround their develop-
ment. But, similarly to Japan, the reality 
is that the constructing and operating of  
these plants relies on the decisions of  a 
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few, but can affect the lives of  millions. 
Like the laws and wars that are fabricated 
without our say, nuclear power is very 
much a project of  a society that operates 
in a hierarchical fashion.
     The situation has proven to us the 
fragility of  our civilizations today, de-
spite the claims and arrogant projects of  
science. In a country renown for its tech-
nological ingenuity, this has been made 
much more apparent. Just a little over a 
year ago a 7.5 magnitude earthquake/
hurricane hit Haiti. The hurricane was 
not only thousands of  times less severe 
according to hurricane measurements by 
modern science, but also lacked the cata-
strophic tsunami that was responsible 
for the more severe impacts of  Japan’s 
earthquake. Thousands of  more people 
died though on impact. To put it bluntly, 
this was due to Haiti’s position in both 
the economic and technological world. 
While Haitian authorities exist to main-
tain social “peace” in Haiti, compared 
to Japan they have almost no ability to 
even begin an evacuation or rescue cam-
paign. If  the same magnitude earthquake 
and catastrophic tsunami hit Haiti, the 
impoverished island could quite pos-
sibly have ceased to exist. Japan, on the 
other hand, possesses one of  the world’s 
most advanced and equipped govern-
ments. The Japanese people are also 
taught from birth to be prepared for 
earthquakes. But despite it’s economic 
position in the world, disciplined culture, 
and technological advancements; it is 
currently attempting to remain calm as it 
quite possibly faces even more disaster.
     In terms of  Japan’s economy, the 
damage has been recorded as of  this 
writing to be roughly two-hundred bil-
lion dollars, which accounts for almost 
3% of  Japan’s entire GDP, and will likely 
grow as each day comes. The country’s 
economy has already been struggling 
these last few years for multiple reasons, 
such as the lack of  a demand in exported 
products, like cars or electronics, as a re-
sult of  recession in North American and 
European countries. This was indeed the 
worst event imaginable for the country’s 
economy during this time. At the mo-
ment the world’s wealthiest and most 
powerful nations are desperately trying 
to retain the Yen’s value by intervening 

in the global economy for the first time 
since the dawn of  the Euro, and are en-
couraging investment in the country’s 
economy by glorifying development op-
portunities projected for Japan’s future 
recovery. Yet as each day continues, and 
the government remains slow and seem-
ingly more and more helpless; global 
capitalism could begin recognizing Japan 
as a third-world country in the not too 
distant future.
     In human terms, tens of  thousands 
have died, and hundreds of  thousands 
more remain missing, and hundred of  
thousands have lost their homes, or 
been forced out by radiation concerns 
from the demolished nuclear facilities. 
Although, as we said, people are remain-
ing unusually calm for the circumstanc-
es, food shortages are becoming more 
and more apparent across the region as 
production, transportation, and an op-
erational civilization has been completely 
brought to its knees. Out of  Japan’s 127 
million people, 23% of  them are over 
the age of  65. Separate of  radiation con-
cerns, the earthquake and tsunami has 
left millions without electricity and heat, 
forcing thousands of  elderly people into 
a hostile environment. This will likely 
lead to a heightened death-toll of  many 
elderly or sick people, who are having 
an incredibly hard time finding access 
to stabile shelter or medical facilities. 
It’s said that multiple people died dur-
ing transportation alone from hospitals 
to emergency shelters while being evacu-
ated. Many of  those who survived but 
suffer from injuries may die over time 
simply due to the depletion of  function-
ing treatment institutions and resources. 
And of  course, to come back to radia-
tion for a moment, it has been said that 
those closest to the nuclear facilities are 
enduring the amount of  radiation an ur-
ban dweller undergoes in a year in a mat-
ter of  six hours. The Japanese people are 
undergoing one of  the harshest blows to 
a modern civilization we have ever seen, 
and inevitably more sickness and suffer-
ing will be seen in years to come.
     In ecological terms, radiation is en-
tering the atmosphere at alarming rates. 
Oil refineries have gone up in flames, 
and a tsunami has mixed and moved 
billions of  dollars in human infrastruc-

ture, turning it to trash, and littering it 
across the coastal inlands of  Japan. The 
environmental consequences that could 
come from the Fukushima Dai-ichi nu-
clear plant meltdowns make the environ-
ment not only uninhabitable to humans 
and non-human species, but additionally 
unusable for production purposes; ruin-
ing water supplies, soil, and several other 
natural resources. The extent of  the neg-
ative effects this situation will have on 
the earth is still unknown.
     Globally, nations around the world 
will both be strengthened and weakened 
by the slowly collapsing Japanese econo-
my. Countries in debt to Japan, like the 
United States for example, will be forced 
to forgo earlier returns on loans from 
Japan. Other nations may gain strength 
simply in the loss of  economic compe-
tition. Investors in Japanese companies 
will most likely lose billions. Nuclear 
power around the world will be called 
into question, causing massive complica-
tions in the Nuclear industry. Japanese 
production plants around the world will 
remain closed, and eventually be forced 
to lay off  thousands. Retail companies 
or manufacturing facilities reliant on 
Japanese production will be forced to go 
through rapid transitions as their busi-
nesses will be deeply disrupted by the 
loss of  Japanese commodities, which 
will also lead to massive layoffs. And the 
world now knows, that despite a nation’s 
economic or political power, at any mo-
ment the facade can crumble.
     The Japanese have undergone a nu-
clear disaster before, when the United 
States bombed Nagasaki and Hiroshima 
in 1945 with two nuclear bombs code-
named “Fat Baby” and “Little Boy”. 
The bombing killed between 150,000-
246,000 people between the two cities. 
An estimated 20% of  the deaths were a 
result of  radiation sickness, and another 
50% were related to illnesses contracted 
as a result of  the blast. It’s important to 
remember that what is happening now is 
not only a possible nuclear disaster, it is 
an already existing and escalating ecolog-
ical and social catastrophe; both naturally 
and unnaturally caused. 
     This situation also shines light on the 
limitations of  even recognized super-
power governments, as the Japanese 
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state is forced to mince words, hoping 
to retain faith in its ability to “serve and 
protect”. Imagine the same situation 
happening in New York City or Los An-
geles, or another high-populated area 
with large areas that are at tension with 
authorities. Parts of  this country would 
already be resembling civil war. It’s im-
portant for us to take notice of  the Japa-
nese situation, so we are more prepared 
if  the same situation was to hit other 
parts of  the world, also factoring in the 
significant cultural differences in Japan 
from most other parts of  the world to 
help predict the social response to a situ-
ation similar in nature.
     It’s important for Anarchists and rev-
olutionaries to pay attention to dialogue 
around Japan, pushing concerns about 
nuclear energy further, battling religious 
recuperation of  the event, and prevent-
ing an apocalypse culture type fear that 
could lead to the rise of  separatist or 
fascist survival militias (specifically in 
the United States), or more profit for the 
2012 industry. 
     Unfortunately, Japan has already be-
come the new business opportunity of  
organizations like the Red Cross, which 

only uses a small percentage of  its con-
tributions for rescue campaigns directly 
helping Japanese people, while a larger 
percentage goes to logistics (worker sala-
ries, office expenses, promotional cam-
paigns) like most NGOs or charities. In 
situations like these it is quite hard to 
feel helpful, especially when you see little 
satisfaction from just giving money to 
so and so charity, or even less in prayer. 
Apart from sharing money, shelter, or re-
sources directly with a Japanese person 
or family effected by the earthquake, tsu-
nami, or nuclear evacuations, we remain 
skeptical of  charitable donations having 
a direct impact at all. While we would 
suggest attempting to go and help direct-
ly, rescue or recovery efforts have been 
recognized as the primary responsibility 
of  Japan’s domestic military, recognized 
NGOs, and some international allies. 
Additionally, travel to and from Japan 
remains incredibly limited, especially for 
those who are not rich. 
     We should also reach out to grow-
ing ecological concerns and anti-nuclear 
sentiment, and push it into a direction 
that will have a more total aim at the en-
tire foundation of  a society that deems 

a small group or singular institution re-
sponsible for a project that can kill mil-
lions. Revolutionaries or Anarchists can 
also begin researching, learning, and 
teaching self-sufficient survival methods 
for disasters similar to what has hap-
pened in Japan, encouraging communi-
ties that would be least protected during 
a natural disaster to focus on the impor-
tance of  working together through catas-
trophe, without reliance on government 
institutions.

We express our utmost empathy with those who 
have been effected by the earthquake and tsu-
nami, as well as those who may be effected by fu-
ture outcomes of  exposed nuclear waste or other 
bio-devastation caused by the tragedy. This is not 
something to ignore, not simply because its hor-
ribly disheartening, but because the conclusion 
of  this situation, if  there can be one, will affect 
the world’s entire future. We apologize if  drastic 
things have changed in Japan by the time you 
have read this, but it was an essential rupture in 
the world’s current stability that was essential to 
report here. This modern global society is clearly 
not immortal, it is essential that we take this 
realization from this tragic event.

This is not 
something to 
ignore, not 
just because 
it’s horribly 
disheartening, 
but because the 
conclusion of this 
situation, if there 
can be one, will 
effect the world's 
entire future.
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New Wave of Anti-Migrant

cross the United States, neoconservatives, and 
candidates flung into office by Tea Party activ-
ists, are taking cues from Arizona’s SB-1070 bill, 
by attempting to pass similar anti-migrant leg-
islation in other parts of  the country. Many of  
these bills are backed by powerful front groups 
for the prison industry, which stand to make mil-

lions off  mass incarceration (see more on those connections at: 
sb1070resistance.blogspot.com). This attack on the millions of  
migrant workers and their families comes at a time in the Unit-
ed States, and around the world, when the working class is be-
ing attacked by all sections of  the bourgeoisie, both on the Left 
as well as the Right. Just as in the past, these attacks will not, 
and have not, gone without a response. As we have seen, while 
there exists a high level of  recuperative and reformist elements 
within these ‘immigrant’ struggles, there also exists a genuine 
organic element that favors the use of  self-organized walkouts, 
strikes, and mass collective action. In the United States, the 
Latino working class has in many ways become ‘the essential 
proletariat,’ as US capitalists exploit its racialized labor-power, 
generating massive profits.

In order to keep people in line, the elites use ICE (U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement) to scare people from 
organizing and speaking out while on the job. A bureaucratic 
and corrupt system over America's work place conditions, does 
little to stop the deaths of  hundreds of  workers from dying of  
heat stroke working America's few agricultural fields, or from 
getting sick from pesticides that prioritize crop efficiency and 
profit over quality. Labor-unions like the UFW have less of  a 
presence today than decades ago and some contend that they 
are too corrupt and bureaucratic to even help raise living stan-
dards. Furthermore, a xenophobic and racist reactionary per-

spective that has become rampant among much of  America's 
white working class, helps destroy potential solidarity between 
workers that have common class enemies. At a time when the 
world's global lower classes are under heightening attack by 
capitalist desperation or growing austerity measures, one task 
of  revolutionaries will be to attack these racist elements and 
promote a united class assault on capitalism as a whole. We 
have to connect different proletarian struggles to others that 
resist austerity measures, attack education, or struggle for a 
sense of  integrity in America's modern workplace – at the same 
time pushing them into a common direction of  self-organiza-
tion, that refuses to seek salvation in state intervention and the 
disempowering game of  politics that is inherent to it.

In 2006, California Republicans, who under the Pete Wilson ad-
ministration attempted to pass Prop 187 (A law that would cut 
funding for undocumented people living in the United States), 
trying to set in motion a new set of  laws aimed at targeting 
migrant workers. The bill was called HR-4437, and it sought to 
further criminalise undocumented people, and make it easier 
for the state to deport them. Furthermore, it made it a crime 
to ‘knowingly’ help someone who was in the country illegally. 
The law was extremely unpopular and helped set in motion a 
series of  events which lead to some of  the most exciting and 
liberating political experiences I had ever been in. Starting in 
the spring, youth at middle and high schools began organizing 
walkouts. Where I live, in the Central Valley of  California, kids 
would bust out of  school, march on another school, and then 
keep walking to other schools in order to get more and more 
kids. These walkouts and unpermitted marches culminated 
throughout May Day actions in 2006, which brought millions 
of  people into the streets across the US. Many people spoke 
of  a “sleeping giant” awakening in the country, as the Latino 
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*Captured migrants await processing inside a U.S. Border Protection Detention Facility

Laws May Ignite Mass Unrest



working class showed itself  to be a ma-
jor force through walkouts and wildcat 
strikes, which was seen as a huge reason 
for the bill being shot down.

George Caffentzis wrote in his article, 
The Si Se Puede Insurrection, “There 
were more demonstrations in more 
places with greater participation between 
March 24 and May Day 2006 than any 
other six-week period in US history. 
Along with the public outpouring of  
bodies, there were dozens of  student 
walk outs in high schools around the 
country as well as a nation-wide immi-
grant ‘general strike’ called for May Day 
that was heeded by hundreds of  thou-
sands, perhaps millions of  workers, in-
cluding truck drivers who shut down the 
Port of  Los Angeles (one of  the main 
supply links in the commodity trade with 
China, South Korea, and Japan). The 
demonstrators’ demands were amnesty 
for all undocumented immigrants and 
the defeat of  pending draconian anti-
immigrant legislation.”

In the years following, further May Day 
demonstrations died down greatly, in 
part due largely to the defeat of  much of  
HR-4437 in California. In several years 
time however, another assault on mi-
grant workers was again brewing in the 
US, first in Arizona, but then across the 
country. The proposed laws in Arizona 
(as mentioned in FTTP issue #9), pro-
pose that police can stop people at any-
time that they suspect is an “illegal,” and 
ask them for paper proving that they are 
American citizens. Over a hundred-thou-
sand people have already fled the state in 
fear of  the new law passing, and under 
the direction of  Sheriff  Joe Arpaio, the 
local pigs for years have been arresting, 
imprisoning, and helping to deport thou-
sands of  working class people from the 
state. The bill was first conceived and 
pushed by powerful forces from within 
the prison industry, who noted that the 
round-ups would pump millions of  peo-
ple into detention facilities and jails. It is 
this desire to use repression to generate 
large amounts of  cash, coupled with a 
strong racist  element notorious among 
Arizona's police and politicians, and the 
current economic crisis that made immi-

grants an easy scapegoat, that has helped 
propel many of  these laws forward. For 
more information on the connections 
between capital and those in govern-
ment’s desire to grow rich off  of  mass 
imprisonment and deportation, check 
out: chaparralrespectsnoborders.blogspot.com

Speaking to the situation in California, 
the Spanish newspaper Vida en el Valle 
reported: “State legislators throughout 
the country are introducing measures 
that would deny citizenship to the U.S.-
born children of  non-citizens. In Cali-
fornia last year, supporters collected sig-
natures for a similar measure that would 
have refused standard birth certificates 
to babies born to immigrant mothers 
and fathers. It did not make it to the bal-
lot.” California is also home to the “Safe 
Communities” act, in which local police 
departments work hand in hand with 
ICE agents.  Working together to screen 
people arrested and then move them into 
dentition facilities where they await de-
portation. Thus, it’s important to keep in 
mind that while much of  the new legisla-
tion may seem extreme, much of  what is 
being suggested is already in place.  

But while these efforts have not made it 
into law yet, or are tied up in litigation, 
anti-immigrant activists are still push-
ing for sweeping reforms. Many are at-
tempting to model laws after SB-1070, in 
some cases taking verbatim the language 
from the Arizona laws. A quick look at 
this map at: latina.com/immigration-by-state, 
shows the degree in which so many states 
are taking a lead from Arizona. Attracted 
to the ‘Tea Party’ votes of  the ‘tough on 
immigrants crowd’, as well as the prom-
ise of  big bucks from prison-industry 
lobbyists in an age of  economic reces-
sion, right-wing politicians are clamoring 
for attacks on migrant workers. In order 
to package this, they sell the lie to largely 
white (and often sadly working class) 
people that migrant workers are the 
cause of  crime, gangs, sexual violence, 
and lack of  jobs. Many Democrats claim 
to not back in-full Arizona styled laws, 
but are also attempting to uphold the im-
age of  a more moderate 'tough on im-
migrant stance', that quells scrutiny from 
conservatives, and does not alienate lib-

erals. For example, in the recent Califor-
nia election, Governor Jerry Brown dis-
missed Republican challenger Whitman’s 
support of  Arizona's new immigration 
legislation, but still promoted the idea of  
a huge electronic database that would en-
able California police to more easily con-
duct an offensive on illegal immigrants.

In many ways, what’s happening in Ari-
zona represents a situation in which the 
elites do not have consensus. In March 
of  2011, as SB-1070 was still being 
fought over in the courts, various busi-
ness leaders called for its defeat and even 
some Republicans came out against it. 
All the while, State Senators like anti-
migrant bigot Russell Pierce, who helped 
sponsor the bill and helped in its con-
struction, were obviously outraged by 
the concerns. One section of  the bour-
geoisie sees the opportunities for profit 
and power in a large scale security police-
state, where profits can be pumped out 
through massive immigrant detention 
facilities funded by the federal govern-
ment. Being disgusted by a “multicultur-
alism” which they believe has polluted 
the American nation, this perspective 
very much stems from a racist and na-
tionalistic perspective, that hides behind 
patriotic rhetoric . 

Another section though, prefers to keep 
the system as it is, in which profits are 
pumped out of  the workers themselves 
and into the hands of  the bosses. While 
in most cases this legislation will prob-
ably be defeated at least in part, in the 
long run, this push will shift immigra-
tion policy very much to the hard right, 
increasing repression against migrant 
workers and their communities. 

More and more, the anti-immigrant big-
ots continue to win the war of  words 
with many working class whites, further 
dividing the working class. Of  course 
politically correct rhetoric, and modern 
American expectations act to distinguish 
these attacks on Latino immigrants from 
historically racist class divisions that 
were also encouraged by the state.  But 
both the statements of  conservative or 
liberal politicians regarding the illegal 
immigrant situation, as well as the re-
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sponse done by America's "legal work-
ing class", look quite similar to tensions 
between black slaves and white proletar-
ians throughout the 18th and 19th cen-
tury in the U.S. Dialogue between state 
politicians during the American civil war 
also resembles the dialogue surrounding 
this current immigrant bill. The reality is 
though that whatever direction is taken, 
or whatever bill is past, distinguishing il-
legal and legal workers will help maintain 
social acceptance of  America's ruling 
class.  Placing blame on unemployment 
or high crime rates for example, onto 
both legal and illegal Latino workers, 
further distracts the working class from 
those actually responsible for their de-
mise.  This can also be seen historically 
against Italians and Irish throughout the 
late 18th and early 19th century United 
States.

We must also not forget about the threat 
that racist and ‘fascist’ groups play in 
these situations. Groups such as FAIR 
for instance (Federation for American 
Immigration Reform) are ideologically 
determined to back without compro-
mise, any steps taken towards a larger 
anti-immigration movement and nation.  
Yet despite their broad use of  immigra-
tion, their targets are certainly not Euro-
peans working illegally in coffeeshops or 
bars across America's major cities. When 
any additional research is done, their is-
sue is with Mexicans specifically. Yet like 
many other groups of  their kind, their 
use of  broad wording, and 'PC' consid-
erations, have enabled them to become 
an accepted and heard voice in American 
politics. 

As revolutionaries we must show (to use 
a vulgar term) the ‘political economy’ of  
how these laws are simply attempts to 
squeeze more money out of  very poor 
and hard-working people. At the same 
time, we must push for united class ac-
tion against our real enemies within so-
ciety – the elites and their dogs. We must 
seriously begin to promote and maintain 
working class unity between urban work-
ers and rural workers, or legal and illegal 
workers. We must resist any attempts at 
dividing those who work for a wage and 
whose lives are organized around the 

selling of  their labor power.  Exposing 
state, media, or business strategies that 
encourage these divisions, can help to 
wake up working class people to the real 
origins of  their bane; the ruling class and 
capitalist system.

Resistance to border policies, as well as 
anti-immigrant Sheriff  Joe Arpaio has 
been ongoing for years in Arizona; al-
though much of  it has been managed by 
large, mainstream immigrant non-prof-
its. Although there exists a high degree 
of  control over these movements, mainly 
organized by the group Puente, there has 
been one ongoing mass collective ac-
tion which has been self-organized: the 
student walkouts. These walkouts have 
involved thousands of  students from 
many different schools and have con-
tinued to this day, as SB-1070 remains 
tied up in court. Just recently, Senator 
Pierce has introduced another bill, “SB 
1611, [that] would require schools to re-
port students who cannot produce docu-
ments verifying their U.S. citizenship or 
legal residence, which legal scholars say 
would violate the right of  children in the 
United States to attend public school.”

Many of  these walkouts have been con-
frontational in nature, (although some of  
them have also been well managed by re-
formist groups), involving the short oc-
cupation of  buildings and the disruption 
of  various political events. And while 
the mass marches organized by main-
stream immigrant groups have involved 
thousands of  more people, the walkouts 
can be seen as the largest display of  self-
organization and direct action coming 
out of  the immigrant movement, and 
also offers the clearest vehicle of  possi-
ble disruption to economic and political 
forces. Also, as in Madison, Wisconsin, 
and other places, it is interesting that stu-
dents and young adults who have utilized 
walkouts as a tool for struggling without 
the permission of  the 'democratic' state, 
claim that they want their voices heard by 
the same ‘democratic’ system that wants 
to lock them up and deport their parents. 
Revolutionaries must speak to this real-
ity; we do not use direct action to make 
democracy work better, we take direct 
action to assert our desired conditions.

As a radical minority in Arizona, local 
anarchists and indigenous revolutionar-
ies have engaged in a variety of  actions, 
such as lock downs, mass marches, and 
educational events. The most publicized 
of  these include a lock down occupation 
of  Tucson’s Border Patrol Headquarters, 
which brought together indigenous peo-
ple and anarchists as one bloc during a 
massive mobilization against Sheriff  Joe 
Arpaio. The block was attacked towards 
the end of  the march by police (with the 
help of  march organizers) and several 
people were arrested. Although by now 
all charges have been dropped or plead 
out. 

Last fall, Phoenix was also the scene of  
a large scale riot between members of  
the Neo-Nazi National Socialist Move-
ment (NSM) who rallied in support of  
SB-1070, and militant anarchists. While 
anarchists where involved in much of  
the marches and protests on the day 
that SB-1070 was scheduled to go into 
law, much of  the anger was diffused by 
‘volunteer’ peace police, who attended 
to calm crowds, remove people from 
streets, help police direct protesters, or 
make arrests. In the following days, anar-
chists were involved in several blockades 
and large disruptions, which included the 
targeting of  light-rails and the blocking 
of  roads.

In the Midwest, Indiana is trying to pass 
two laws aimed at attacking immigrants 
as well. The first is SB-590, which is a 
direct copy of  SB-1070 in Arizona, the 
other is a law that blocks tuition grants 
to “illegal aliens.” Revolutionaries have 
launched a series of  actions aimed at 
building resistance to the law and gen-
eralizing revolt around the tension the 
bill will most likely provoke. This in-
cludes running a website at: stopsb590.
wordpress.com and the creation of  lit-
erature (in English and in Spanish) that 
helps dispel myths that immigrants will 
‘steal jobs,’ etc. Revolutionaries have also 
pushed for the creation of  general as-
semblies and mass meetings of  people 
to talk about the situation and what is 
to be done. Out of  these meetings, large 
marches and the strategic occupation of  
space for the purpose of  distributing in-
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formation around the proposed bill have been organized. One 
such occupation took place for several days in a college caf-
eteria, and created a space for people to talk about the new 
purposed law and how to fight it. Hopefully as resistance heats 
up against this law, more people that have already made con-
nections with each other will have a more radical starting point 
than the political groveling that we assume will take place on 
the Left.

Anarchists in the North West, or Tacoma, Washington in par-
ticular, have also done much in recent years to bring attention 
to the existence of  a detention facility in their area and its cor-
porate owners, the GEO Group. Towards this end, anarchists 
and other revolutionaries have used a variety of  tactics which 
include educational events and the distribution of  information, 
public and mass demonstrations, and also acts of  anonymous 
sabotage, against institutions that support and have connec-
tions with the facility. This campaign against the GEO Group 
has also moved outside of  just Tacoma, with many other mili-
tants taking action against various banks and institutions which 
economically support 
detention facilities. Anar-
chists in the North West, 
have also helped to popu-
larize 'noise demos' (See 
the Building Dangerous Bonds 
article in this issue) in the 
United States, both outside 
of  local jails and detention 
facilities. These actions 
bring together not only 
revolutionaries, but also 
people with family mem-
bers and friends locked in-
side; creating a space where 
people can come together 
and support those inside, 
and establish a public face 
of  resistance to the horrors 
of  prison.

Immigration and border 
politics are going to remain 
a hot-button issue – espe-
cially as the economic crisis 
gets worse. As revolution-
aries, we will have several 
tasks. First and foremost, as I said, we must confront and at-
tack the idea being put forth by the anti-immigrant movement 
that migrant workers hurt working class people in the US. We 
must physically disrupt and hinder groups such as the Minute-
men and the National Socialist Movement, while they take new 
steps to enter American politics, and exploit these heightening 
social divisions. We also have to find ways of  drawing the line 
in the sand for working class white people; on one side being 
working class solidarity, on the other being cross-class collabo-

ration. We must draw the connections between new class an-
tagonisms and deception methods done by the ruling class, and 
the obstacles before the migrant struggle.  This can be done by 
connecting or intervening  with battles such as tuition increases 
targeting poor students or cutting off  reproductive services, 
and preventing them from becoming isolated struggles, or ex-
posing them for the repressive measures directed at American's 
proletariat that they are. 

Lastly, we must also struggle against elements attempting to police and 
manage these struggles for the sake of  securing their own power over the 
direction they take (Authoritarian Leftist groups or NGOs being two 
examples for immigrants and their alleged allies, or Fascist and National-
ist front groups for the anti-immigration movement being another ).  These 
groups will continue to divide and weaken the strengths that can arise 
from working class unity. Further encouraging demands that are designed 
to appeal to the democratic state. Whatever strategy we utilize in pushing 
these social tensions forward in a desirable direction for Anarchists or 
anti-authoritarians, it must move forward as a proletarian struggle, not 
a democratic one.

Blood is boiling.
It’s time to break the ICE.
*Picture above of migrant detainees awaiting processing in one of 
Arizona’s ICE “tent prisons”.
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Wake Up 
Find Each other

Feral Revolution
By Feral Faun 

(Read online for free at theanarchistlibrary.org)

At Daggers Drawn
Available from Eberhardt Press

Anything Can Happen
By Fredy Perlman

Grassroots Political Militants
From “Mute” Magazine

The Coming Insurrection
By the Invisible Committee

The Many Headed Hydra
By Peter Linebaugh and Marcus Rediker

Society of the Spectacle
By Guy Debord
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Links
Angry News From 
Around the World

sysiphus-
angrynewsfromaroundtheworld.

blogspot.com

Intercontinental cry: 
indigenous struggle

intercontinentalcry.org

LibCom
libcom.org

Survival: 
The Movement for 

Tribal Peoples
survivalinternational.org

Continual War
continualwar.wordpress.com

War on Society
waronsociety.noblogs.org

325
325.nostate.net

Til It Breaks
itbreaks.wordpress.com

This is Our Job
thisisourjob.wordpress.com

Act for Freedom Now!
actforfreedomnow.blogspot.com

Burnt Book Mobile
burntbookmobile.wordpress.com

Fires Never Extinguished
firesneverextinguished.blogspot.com

Modesto Anarcho
modestoanarcho.org

Social Rupture
socialrupture.tumblr.com

In Book Form



"I do not dream of a 
gentle revolution. 

My passion runs to 
the violence of 

supersession, the 
ferocity of a life that
renounces nothing."   

-Raoul Vaneigem



BOOM
What is your breaking point?
FTTP: A North American Insurrectionary Quarterly
firetotheprisons.com


